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Burns Harbor Stormwater Board 
Minutes of Wednesday, June 15, 2016 

              
 
A regular meeting of the Burns Harbor Sanitary Board was called to order with the Pledge of 
Allegiance by President Toni Biancardi at 7:00pm. Present at roll call were Ray Poparad and 
Marcus Rogala.  
 
Also present were Attorney Clay Patton, Engineer Jeanette Hicks, Sanitation & Building 
Superintendent William Arney, and Secretary Corinne Peffers. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Poparad made a motion to approve the May 18, 2016 Minutes. Rogala seconded the motion.  
Motion carried by all in favor vote. 
 
Engineer Report 
None. 
 
Old Business 
The board discussed the following letters received in 2012 from Charles Parkinson with Harris 
Welsh & Lukmann, the town’s previous attorney, regarding costs associated with MS4 
implementation. 
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The board discussed if ArcelorMittal would need to be regulated by the town.  It was noted that 
ArcelorMittal’s MS4 activities are regulated by their Rule 6 permit, therefore the town is not 
required to regulate as a part of its Rule 13 permit.  However, ArcelorMittal should still report to 
the town due to some of their discharge points being within our jurisdiction.   
 
President Biancardi asked how the town will be officially notified it must become MS4 compliant. 
Superintendent Arney stated he believes a letter of compliance notification will come from Porter 
County Stormwater Management and then Phase 1 of the program will need to begin. He also 
stated that the new subdivisions have been engineered to meet MS4 compliancy. The board will 
continue discussing and planning on compliancy while they wait for an official notice to become 
MS4 compliant. 
 
Poparad expressed concern for the town’s responsibility on measuring outfalls for state highway 
areas.  
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New Business  
Old Porter Road Storm Sewer Project 
Engineer Hicks, with Global Engineering & Land Surveying, reviewed the Engineer’s Estimate for 
this project which contains outlines of three (3) options.  

 Option #1, with base bid total of $30,147.71, is to replace the existing corroded metal 
storm sewer structure with a new concrete structure and new 8’ concrete pipe to the west, 
east and south. (The north pipe under Haglund Road in that structure is already a concrete 
pipe.) 

 Option #2, with base bid total of $61,511.89, is to do the work of Option #1 but also remove 
and replace with concrete the existing 100’ of 36” metal pipe to the east along with its 
storm structure. 

 Option #3, with base bid total of $206,021.26, is to do the work encompassed in the other 
options but also add remove and replace with concrete the existing 600’ of 48” metal pipe 
to the east along with its storm structure. It also adds another storm structure midway 
along that 600’ pipe length. 

 
Engineer Hicks added that she believes Options #1 and #2 can follow the quote process, but 
Option #3 will have to go through the formal public bid process and be publicly advertised.  Global 
will be in contact with Woodruff & Sons of Michigan City, H&G Underground of LaPorte, and RV 
Sutton of Chesterton for this project. She also stated that if Option #1 was chosen to take care of 
the immediate structure problem, it could be found that the CMP piping is not in good condition.  
Phasing the project in different ways is also a possibility.  
 
A 50/50 grant with INDOT is possible for this project and will be applied for. The grant would have 
to be matched by LOIT or Rainy Day funds. 
 
President Biancardi asked if Option #2 was chosen would it be easy to do the remainder of the 
project as a phase.  Engineer Hicks said yes.  Poparad does not want to have the area torn up 
twice and his recommendation is to go with Option #3 and be done with it all at once.  If the town 
receives the grant, money will have to be moved from Rainy Day.  Poparad also stated that money 
could be found in the budget right now, and moved to the Rainy Day Fund, to cover half of the 
project. 
 
Rogala said that the grant would be a matching grant, but the town has to pay the costs and get 
reimbursed.  The town has to begin the work to be eligible for the grant.  Attorney Patton stated 
the debt has to be incurred first.  
 
Superintendent Arney expressed concern with unnecessary work if Option #3 is chosen, as some 
of the structures aren’t bad to the west coming back to SR149.  He believes there is one structure 
that may not need to be replaced. Engineer Hicks will double check that. 
 
President Biancardi noted that the grant application deadline has been extended until the end of 
July. Shem Khalil with Global Engineering and Biancardi will work together on the grant 
application.  Engineer Hicks will work on the bid package for Option #3. 
 
Poparad made a motion to finalize the plans, and go out for bids on Option #3 with President 
Biancardi’s signature.  Rogala seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all in favor vote. 
 
Good of the Order of the Community & Any Other Business 
None. 
    
Announcements 
Next Meeting Wednesday, July 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Adjourn 
Poparad made a motion to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.  Rogala seconded the motion.  Motion carried by 
all in favor vote. 
 
Submitted by: Corinne Peffers, Secretary 

 
APPROVED July 20, 2016 
 
       
Toni Biancardi, President 

 
       
Corinne Peffers, Secretary 


